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One of our corporate values at Dubuque Data Services is to “ACT AS IF”... meaning 
act as if we were the customer, the owner, the person on the other end of the phone.  
This also applies to taking care of our environment.  Act as if our city, our resources 
are a precious commodity, take care of what we have.  Our team has been very 
enthusiastic about embracing this idea, by finding new ways to reduce our waste, 
conserve energy, and buy locally.  

– Colleen Callahan, President, Dubuque Data Services
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The Petal Project is a green business certification program designed to 
encourage organizations in the Dubuque area to adopt environmentally 
friendly business practices. The program provides businesses with a simple 
framework for saving money and resources while establishing a community-
wide definition of a green business for consumers wishing to shop based on 
their values.  

The Petal Project is divided into five categories. Within each category, a 
business must complete all of the mandatory and a specified number of 
optional criteria to earn that petal. Once the business has earned all five 
petals, it is “Petal Certified”. Dubuque Data Services is the seventh business in 
Dubuque County to be fully certified.



Water Conservation
At Dubuque Data Services we strive to conserve water daily by introducing motion activated faucets, and a 
drinking fountain to encourage our office to reduce any possible water waste. Monitoring the water bill for leaks 
and installing high efficiency toilets also help to keep water consumption low.

Waste Reduction
At the recent software conference hosted by DDS, they provided attendees with USB sticks holding the conference 
materials instead of printing reams of paper, and they gave each a water bottle to use for refreshments.  Talking 
about the Petal Project with their out-of-town customers also helped spread the idea of corporate-sponsored 
conservation efforts to other communities.

Energy Conservation
Dubuque Data recognizes that every adjustment in an employee’s day-to-day procedures, regardless of how minor, 
can have a significant impact over a period of time.

Pollution Prevention
Dubuque Data has always been conscious of the environment and ways they can lessen their carbon footprint. They 
continue to use recycled print cartridges, paper and paper products. They also properly dispose of items that are 
prohibited from normal waste, and practice using reusable plates/glasses for all entertaining and meals at DDS.

Staff Education
At Dubuque Data staff education begins with new-hires through a review of the environmental policy and a tour 
of the facility to point out recycling locations. Staff remains informed through emails, newsletter articles and 
company meetings. 

The Petal Project is a program of Prosperity Eastern Iowa, partially 
funded by the Dubuque Racing Association and DMASWA.


